The factors that influence the risk of accidents during the replacement of gastrostomy catheters remain unknown and therefore have not yet been thoroughly investigated. We conducted a nationwide questionnaire survey of 415 rehabilitation-training facilities for the replacement of gastrostomy catheters. We received 221 valid responses. Among the catheter replacement methods submitted, the bumper button replacement method was the most widely chosen, comprising 40 of the valid responses. The measures used to prevent accidental erroneous catheterization included examination of the stomach contents, endoscopic examination of the stomach, and the detection of insufflation sounds, although these measures varied widely among the facilities. Fifty-one out of the 221 facilities that responded to the survey experienced various mishaps, of which 20 were due to erroneous catheterization. In approximately 40 of the facilities, there was no operative manual for the replacement nor was the patient s consent taken before performing the procedure. This investigation elucidates the risks involved in the replacement of gastrostomy catheters. This survey also suggests that the methods used for catheter replacement should be re-examined to prevent accidents during the replacement. Jpn J Rehabil Med 2008 291 295 415 221 40 221 51 20 40 Key words : dysphagia gastrostomy catheter replacement risk questionnaire survey 2007 9 18 2008 3 24 1 170.8476 2.8.

